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SUBJECT: REASONS FOR POSTPONEMENT OP ANNOUNCEMENT OP SUAREZ'S 
CANDIDACY. 

1 . 1 MET WITH SECOND DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER ALFONSO 
OSORIO THIS MORNING TO GET A LAST MINUTE READING OF THE 
POLITICAL SITUATION. I PARTICULARLY INQURED WHY SUAREZ 
HAD POSTPONED THE RADIO-TV SPEECH WHICH HE WAS TO HAVE 
MADE APRIL 23 TO ANNOUNCE HIS CANDIDACY. 

2. OSORIO TOLD ME THAT THE RADIO-TV SPEECH HAD BEEN 
POSTPONED MORE OR LESS AT THE LAST MINUTE UNTIL ALTER 
THE RETURM OP SUAREZ PROM HIS TRIP FOR TWO REASONS. THE 
PIRST ONE WAS THAT ON PURTHER REPLECTION IT WAS PELT 
UNDESIRABLE POR SUAREZ TO ANNOUNCE HIS CANDIDACY AND 
THE IMMEDIATELY LEAVE THE COUNTRY. THIS MIGHT HAVE HAD 
AN ADVERSE PUBLIC EFPECT. THE SECOND REASON WAS THAT 
IT HAD BEEN LEARNED THAT THE RIGHT WING ALIANZA POPULAR 


WOULD ATTACH SUAREZ'S CANDIDACY AND SUAREZ HAD NOT 
WANTED TO HAVE THIS DONE WHILE HE WAS OUT OP THE 
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COUNTRY AND UNABLE TO REPLY. 

3. OSORIO INDICATED THAT THE PRIME MINISTER WAS PULLY 
AWARE OF THE DESIRABILITY OF LETTING IT BE KNOWN THAT 
HE HAD DECIDED TO BECOME A CANDIDATE BEFORE ARRIVING 
IN THE UNITED STATES IN ORDER THAT OPPOSITION ELEMENTS 
HERE COULD NOT SUGGEST THAT HIS CANDIDACY WAS DUE TO 
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U.S. PRESSURE. CONSEQUENTLY SUAREZ PLANNED EITHER ON 
HIS FLIGHT TO MEXICO, OR WHILE IN MEXICO, TO ANSWER 
A PLANTED QUESTION BY A SPANISH NEWSPAPERMAN 
ABOUT HIS CANDIDACY. SUAREZ WOULD INDICATE THAT HE AHD 
MADE HIS DECISION PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE FROM MADRID 
AND THAT HE HAD INDEED TAPED HIS MESSAGE WHICH WOULD BE 
GIVEN ON HIS REUTRN. HE WOULD LET IT BE KNOWN THAT HIS 
DECISION WAS A POSITIVE ONE. 

4. REFERRING TO THE RESIGNATION ANNOUNCED APRIL 24 
OF MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS CALVO SOTELO, OSORIO SAID 
THAT SUAREZ INTENDED TO RUN HIS CAMPAIGN THROUGH 
THE QUOTE INTERPOSED PERSON UNQOUTE OF CALVO SOTELO. 
SUAREZ WOULD TRY TO KEEP HIS OWN CAMPAIGN APPEARANCES 
TO A MINIMUM IN AN ATTEMPT TO AVOID THE CRITICISM THAT 
HE WAS USING THE OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER FOR HIS ENDS. 

5. CONCERNING EFFORTS TO CREATE A LARGE CENTER 
BLOCK, OSORIO SAID THAT THER WOULD BE ONE MORE 
MEETING, APRIL 25, BETWEEN CENTRO DEMOCRATICO AND 
THE QUOTE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC TEAM UNQUOTE, BUT 
HE DID NOT BELIEVE AN AGREEMENT COULD BE REACHED. 

THE PROBLEM CAME MAINLY FROM GIL ROBLES WHO WANTED 
TO CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS TO BE AVAILABLE TO FORM SOME 
ELECTORAL LISTS WITH THE PSOE AND THE PCE. RUIZ 
GIMENEZ WAS BELING HELPFUL IN TRYPING TO BRING ABOUT 
GREATER CENTER COHERSION, BUT OSORIO BELIEVED THAT THE 
MEETING TODAY WOULD PRODUCE NO RESULTS AND THAT CENTRO 
DEMOCRATICO AND THE QUOTE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC TEAM 
UNQUOTE WOULD RUN SEPARATE LISTS. HOWEVER, HE HOPED THERE 
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WOULD BE SOME COORDINATION BETWEEN THE TWO AND THIS 
WOULD BE HELPED, HE THOUGHT, BY SUAREZ'S CANDIDACY. 

6. LOOKING AHEAD TO THE POST-ELECTORAL PHASE, OSORIO 
SAID HE THOUGHT THE FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS WOULD BE 
A RESHUFFLE OF THE GOVERNMENT. HE ANTICIPATED THAT 
THE ECONOMIC MINISTERS WOULD BE CHANGED BUT NOT THE 
POLITICAL ONES. AFTER THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD PRESENT 
THE BROAD LINES OF A ECONOMIC STABILIZATION PROGRAM TO THE 
NEW CORTES AND SEEK AUTHORIZATION TO APPLY THOSE MEASURES 
DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS. OSORIO EMPHASIZED THAT IT 

WAS THE GOVERNMENT'S INTENTION TO MOVE RAPIDLY 
FOLLOWING THE ELECTIONS TO TAKE THE NECESSARY 
ECONOMIC MEASURES. WHEN I MENTIONED THAT ONE 
SPANISH GOVERNMENT OFFICAL HAD SUGGESTED THAT THESE 
MEASURES MIGHT WAIT A CONSIDERABLY LONGER TIME TO BE 
PRESENTED, HE DISMISSED THIS AS INACCURATE AND REPEATED 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT INTENDED TO MOVE ON THE ECONOMIC 
FRONT QUICKLY. 
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7. FINALLY, OSORIO SIAD THAT WHEN THE CORTES RECONVENED 
AETER THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS IT WOULD ADDRESS ITS ATTENTION 
TOW RITING A CONSITUTION. THERE WERE THREE 
POSITIONS ON THIS. ALIANZA POPULAR WANTED ONLY TO 
RETOUCH THE EUND AMENT AL AND ORGANIC LAWS AS THEY NOW 
EXIST; THE LEFT WANTED TO ERASE THE SLATE CLEAN AND 
WRITE AN ENTIRELY NEW CONSTITUTION; WHILE THE GOVERNMENT 
WANTED TO WRITE A NEW CONSTITUTION WHILE PRESERVING THOSE 
ELEMENTS IN THE PRESENT LAWS WHICH ARE USEEUL. OSORIO 
SAID THAT SPAIN NEEDED A CONSTITUTION PER SE SINCE 
MANY OE THE PRESETN EUNDAMENTAL AND ORGANIC LAWS WERE 
CONEUSING AND CONTRADICTORY.STABLER 
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